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Jack Aiello:
Tamara, I have a question for you because I had to go through this, and some of the other diagnosed patients will often
come up and ask me how I did it. How did you tell your children?
Tamara Mobley:
Well, my children were pretty young. They were about three and seven at the time, so the conversation had to be
tailored for that age, and fortunately, and it may have been a blessing in disguise, is that I didn't really have to explain
much. It happened fairly quickly. The only noticeable change that they saw immediately was Mommy losing her hair,
but because they were so young it's—I've had this or I've been living with this disease for about half of their lives, and
so they've grown up with it. They really don't know anything outside of that.
So I think the more difficult part was just being away from them for the two weeks while I was getting the stem cell
transplant, just having to explain why I'm not in the house. But in terms of them understanding the disease they look at
me and they say, well, mom, are you winning the fight because you look like you're winning. So as long as they think
that I'm winning then those are the types of conversations that I'm having with them.
But, like I said, I think it was a blessing in disguise that they were so young. They really didn't have tons of questions to
ask, and yet they've been able to grow up with this being my life at this point.
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