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Dr. Swanton:
So questions that I'd ask if I had lung cancer is I mean I would want to know where my disease is. Is it confined to the lung?
Is it in the liver or the bone or the brain? That's very important.
Symptom control, how am I going to access symptom control? Who is going to provide symptom control in the community
when I'm not coming to clinic? I think it's important to have—in the UK we call them Mavilla nurses, palliative care nurses
who you're linked up with, who can help come and visit you during the week to make sure you're not in any pain, and if you
are to monitor your pain medication, your pain control.
Obviously, the genetic makeup of the tumor, as we just discussed, is very important, too, and you need to have those
results up front to be able to understand what the best therapy is.
And I think, you know, obviously developing a close relationship with your clinician is very important. In an ideal world,
you'd want to see the same clinician every time you come to the visits, the hospital or certainly the same team. And to get
an understanding for how often you're going to be coming to hospital but also the likelihood of toxicity from the drugs that
you're being offered.
And sometimes a diagnosis of cancer can be so overwhelming that it can be very difficult to take all of this information in,
and I would be—you know, I'd really advocate taking time with your doctor to—once you've got to grips with the diagnosis
to really go through very carefully what the side effects of therapy might be. So you have a much better idea what to look
out for, what might be drug-related, what might be cancer-related, which will help both you as the patient and the doctor
manage your disease much more effectively.
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